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TDLA is proud to support our sponsors who have committed for 2016.  
Sponsorship and ad packages still available! Please support our sponsors!
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TDLA Upcoming Events and Membership News
DRI is coming to Nashville in May! Save the dates and don’t miss out on this CLE 

programming! TDLA Member Jim Catalano of Nelson Mullins is the Marketing co-chair for the 
DRI “Business Litigation Seminar” on May 5-6, 2016. Click here to see more details for this 
seminar!

DRI will also be hosting a “Intellectual Property Seminar” on May 5 in Nashville. Click 
here to see more info on this seminar!

TDLA/ ADLA Joint Summer Meeting is June 16-19 at the Sandestin Resort. TDLA 
Seminar Chair Rob Carden is working with ADLA to bring the very best in programming for this 
conference. Rooms are filling up quickly, please click here to see more details on how to reserve 
your room today!

TDLA Tort Section co-chairs Sean Martin and Hank Spragins are planning webinars on 
May 18 and September 28 this year! Look on our website for  more info, and registration 
information!

TDLA Member Mike Newton is looking for a highly credentialed orthopedic surgeon or 
neurosurgeon who is also a professor/ adjunct at a respected university for a records review and 
opinion. If you know someone, please contact Mike at mike.newton@leitnerfirm.com
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The Advisory Council on Workers' Compensation exists to provide information, research and 
recommendations concerning workers' compensation issues to the Tennessee General Assembly, the 
Department of Commerce and Insurance the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the 
WC Bureau.  Part of that responsibility is to review all legislation relating to workers’ compensation and 
making recommendations to the legislature.  The Tennessee Defense Lawyers Association (TDLA) 
has always played an active role in this process and maintains a seat on the Council. 

Eight (8) bills have been submitted for review by the Council for the 2016 legislative session.  The 
following is a brief summary of those bills: 
HB1559/SB2563  McCormick/Norris - As introduced, revises various provisions governing payments 
for permanent partial disabilities; renames the workers' compensation appeals board; revises other 
provisions of the workers' compensation law. - Amends TCA Title 50, Chapter 6. 
HB1720/SB1758  White M/Green - As introduced, requires the administrator of the bureau of 
workers' compensation to assess a civil penalty against any workers' compensation payor who violates 
certain disclosure and payment requirements related to rental and assignment of PPO network rights. - 
Amends TCA Title 50, Chapter 6.   
HB1795/SB2318  Mitchell/Kyle - As introduced, recreates the special joint committee on workers' 
compensation issues. - Amends TCA Title 50, Chapter 6, Part 1.
HB1869/SB1706  Farmer/Gardenhire - As introduced, allows attorneys' fees and other costs to be 
recovered in a workers' compensation claim when the employer denies a claim or fails to deliver benefits 
to which the employee is entitled if a workers' compensation judge makes a finding that benefits were 
owed; grants a refund to employers or their insurers if benefits were paid and subsequently a court finds 
that the employee was not entitled to the benefits. - Amends TCA Section 50-6-226. 
HB2038/SB1880  Eldridge/Johnson - As introduced, reduces the amount a medical provider may 
charge an employee for medical reports, medical records, or documents relating to a workers' 
compensation claim from $10.00 for the first 20 pages to $10.00 for the first 30 pages. - Amends TCA 
Title 50 and Title 56. 
HB2194/SB2580  Coley/Norris - As introduced, allows a court to apportion fault to an employer who 
covered an employee under workers' compensation when such employee brings an action against a third-
party tortfeasor and reduces the employer's subrogation recovery to the extent such employer has 
allocated fault. - Amends TCA Title 50; Title 56 and Title 62. 
HB2404/SB2482  Travis/Massey - As introduced, prohibits the discharge or termination of 
employees for filing a workers' compensation claim; limits the amount of damages that an employee can 
pursue in certain retaliatory discharge actions. - Amends TCA Title 50. 
HB2416/SB2582  Lynn/Norris - As introduced, revises various workers' compensation and drug-free 
workplace provisions and allows ombudsmen to approve settlements in certain situations. - Amends TCA 
Title 50, Chapter 6 and Title 50, Chapter 9.

TDLA Amicus Brief Update: Attorneys Brad Box and Adam Nelson with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & 
Bell, PLC filed the following Amicus Brief on behalf of TDLA. They have uploaded it to a File Share. They 
have also uploaded the Appellant’s primary brief just in case anyone wanted to review it.  Once the 
appellant has the opportunity to file a reply to our brief, they will create another link with all of the briefs. 
To view the File Share document (up to 3 times per user), click here.
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